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Overview 

Teaches: 

How to further develop the ability to communicate wants 
and needs: how to get more specific about wants and 
needs (e.g., use descriptions and attributes), and how to 
communicate more completely and fluently (i.e., use 
complete sentences). 

Before beginning: 

• The basic Asking/Requesting lesson should be
mastered before teaching this lesson.  (e.g., attributes,
prepositions and vocal imitation).

• It will also help if the child can already identify the
targeted attributes within a structured vocabulary lesson.
For example, if you want to teach colors as
attributes/adjectives (e.g., the red car), then it will help if
the child can already do basic identification of colors
(e.g., discriminate between red, blue, green, yellow, etc.).

• For teaching vocal requesting in complete sentences (“I
want____”), it will help if the child can already perform
vocal imitation.

Why it’s important: 

The more specific and complete a child can be when 
communicating his needs to others, the more likely 
others will be able to meet his needs as 
intended/desired.  Being able to use attributes when 
requesting allows the child to communicate about which 
specific item is desired, when there are several available.  
Using complete sentences increases the likelihood that 
others will fully understand and be able to meet the 
child’s needs. 

Materials needed: 

For attributes: Several variations of preferred 
items/activities that are different in regard to the 
attribute you intend to teach.  For example, if you are 
teaching the child to use color when asking, make 
available several different colors of crayons so that he 
will need to specify which crayon he wants (e.g., the red 
crayon or the blue crayon). 
For phrases: Vocal instruction may suffice; however, 
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some children benefit from a visual approach where they 
can see the words as a cue (even if they cannot yet 
read).  If this is the case, providing the phrase in written 
form on a card/white board may benefit teaching. 

Generalization 
activities: 

Asking for preferred items and activities with various 
people, in various environments.  Games such as 
“Mother, May I?”  Activities such as mealtimes and arts & 
crafts (i.e., “Please pass the_____”). 

NOTE: though examples and instructions are given in reference to a vocal (speaking) 
mode of communication, this same method can be used for other communication 
methods such as sign language or PECS. 

Steps 

Prepare

1. Sit facing the child, in a quiet place free of distractions.

2. Have several rewards and highly preferred items ready and available. In
addition, make sure you have completed a reinforcer assessment so the
child knows what s/he is working for and is motivated to earn and learn!

3. Have data sheets and pen/pencil ready. (or appropriate data form pulled up
on tablet).

4. Make sure the child is ready to attend, ideally looking at teacher and not
engaging in any other activities.

NOTE: Though initially, structured training of this skill should occur, it ideally should 
happen throughout the day in any and all naturally occurring contexts.  The naturally 
occurring contexts are often the most powerful in teaching this skill, since the child 
can see and understand the immediate use of asking/requesting. 
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Teach 

NOTE: By now, the child should be independently making requests for things since 
he/she has mastered the Asking/Requesting lesson.  Therefore, in this lesson you 
will be waiting for child to initiate a request and then at that moment will be 
teaching the new target of attribute or using a complete sentence. 

Attributes 

1. The child will independently make a request for an item (REMINDER: There
should be several options available of the item requested; you will attempt to
achieve this by using highly preferred items/activities and having many
variations available).

2. The teacher will ask, “Which _____ do you want?”

3. Allow the child to reach toward the desired item to indicate which one he/she
wants.

4. Based on the item the child reaches for, model the correct request using the
attribute.  For example, instead of “cup” say, “blue cup”.

5. Ask the child to practice the correct response; for example, say: “Say, ‘blue cup’.”

6. Provide feedback on how the child responded (how he/she used the attribute +
item pair to request):

Correct response: enthusiastic praise and give the child the
 corresponding item/activity (i.e., what s/he asked for) 

Incorrect (but attempted) response: praise for trying; model correct 

 response 

No response: corrective feedback, do not give corresponding item 

7. Record data collection.

8. After several seconds, remove preferred item from child’s possession (“My
turn!”), or discontinue requested activity. (Does not apply for small edible items).

9. Begin again at step 1.

Examples include: 

Correct response Incorrect response No response 

Child: “Crayon.” Child: “Crayon.” Child: “Crayon.” 
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Teacher: “Which crayon do you 
want?” 

Child: (reaches for blue crayon) 

Teacher: “You want blue crayon. 
Say, ‘blue crayon’.” 

Child: “Blue crayon.” 

Teacher: “Hurray for you!”, while 
giving the child the blue crayon. 

Teacher: “Which crayon do you 
want?” 

Child: (reaches for blue crayon) 

Teacher: “You want blue crayon. 
Say, ‘blue crayon’.” 

Child: “Crayon.” 

Teacher: “Nice try.  Say, ‘blue 
crayon’.” (does not allow child 
access to crayon until he attempts 
to say ‘blue crayon’) 

Teacher: “Which crayon do you 
want?” 

Child: (reaches for blue crayon) 

Teacher: “You want blue crayon. 
Say, ‘blue crayon’.” 

Child: (no response) 

Teacher: “Ooops.  Let’s try again.  
Say, ‘blue crayon’.” (does not allow 
child access to crayon until he 
attempts to say ‘blue crayon’) 

Using Complete Sentences 

1. The child will independently make a request for an item (REMINDER: There
should be several options available of the item requested; you will attempt to
achieve this by using highly preferred items/activities and having many
variations available).

2. The teacher will pick up the item (showing the child that he is about to
receive the preferred item), possibly while saying, “Oh, you want _____.”

3. The teacher will immediately ask the child to practice the correct response,
such as, “Say, “I want   __(item)___.”

4. Provide feedback on how the child responded (how he used the complete
sentence to request):

Correct response: enthusiastic praise and give the child the
corresponding item/activity (i.e., what s/he asked for)

Incorrect (but attempted) response: praise for trying; model correct
response

No response: corrective feedback, do not give corresponding item

5. Record data.

6. After several seconds, remove preferred item from child’s possession, or
discontinue requested activity. (Does not apply for small edible items.)

7. Begin again at step 1.
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NOTE: After the first several trials, step 2 should begin to disappear, and eventually 
step 3 should also disappear as the child learns to independently use a complete 
sentence when making the initial request.) 

Examples include: 

Correct response Incorrect response No response 

Child: “Cup.” 

Teacher: picks up cup, while saying, 
“Say, ‘I want cup’. ” 

Child: “I want cup.” 

Teacher: “Yes!  Great job!”, while 
giving the child the cup 

Child: “Cup.” 

Teacher: picks up cup, while saying, 
“Say, ‘I want cup’. ” 

Child: “Cup.” 

Teacher: “Let’s try again. Say, ‘I want 
cup’.” 

(does not allow child access to cup 
until he attempts the ‘I want’ portion 
of the request) 

Child: “Cup.” 

Teacher: picks up cup, while saying, 
“Say, ‘I want cup’. ” 

Child: (no response) 

Teacher: “Uh-oh.  Say, ‘I want cup.’ “ 

(does not allow child access to cup 
until he attempts the ‘I want’ portion 
of the request) 

TYPICAL ORDER OF LEARNING TARGETS:

NOTE: In this lesson, the goal is really building the child’s vocabulary and 
appropriate language usage, much of which is variable based upon family 
preference, culture, values, etc.  The targets below are suggestions and may be 
modified and added to for each individual child, based on what best fits his/her 
environments. 

Attributes 

1. color

2. size

3. texture/material of object (shiny, soft, plastic, etc.)

4. quantity
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5. other descriptors/features within child’s vocabulary

Complete Sentences 

1. “I want______.”

2. “May I have ________?”

3. “Please give me the_______.”

4. “I would like_____.”

5. Other phrases that are appropriate, as per family preference.




