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Overview 

Teaches: 

How to further develop the ability to label and comment 
about objects and events: how to get more specific 
when talking about things (i.e., use descriptions and 
attributes), and how to communicate more completely 
and fluently (i.e., use complete sentences). 

Before beginning: 

• Ensure that basic Labeling Skills have been mastered
prior to introducing this lesson.

• It will also help if the child can already identify the
targeted attributes within a structured vocabulary lesson
(e.g., if you are teaching the child to pair a color attribute
with a noun, it will help if the child can already correctly
identify the colors).

• For teaching labeling in complete sentences, it will help
if the child can already perform vocal imitation (if
teaching this skill via speech).

Why it’s important: 

Teaching additional labeling/vocabulary skills directly 
increases the child’s ability to communicate about 
his/her wants, needs, thoughts, and environment.  
Continues to develop functional communication 

Materials needed: 

For attributes: Several variations of preferred 
items/activities that are different in regard to the 
attribute you intend to teach.  For example, if you are 
teaching the child to use color when labeling, make 
several different examples of an item available, so that 
he/she has more opportunity to specify which truck he 
likes the best (e.g., the red truck or the blue truck). 
For phrases: Vocal instruction may suffice; however, 
some children benefit from a visual approach where they 
can see the words (even if they cannot read).  If this is the 
case, providing the phrase in written form on a 
card/white board may benefit teaching. 

Generalization 
activities: 

Playing labeling games such as “I Spy…”, observation 
games on car rides (e.g., looking for colors or objects on 
signs, etc.), general conversation skills, shopping at the 
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grocery store where there are several variations of the 
same object, etc. 

Steps 

Prepare

1. Ensure that the teaching environment has plenty of stimulation for labeling,
while also being relatively free of highly distracting items that might hinder
learning.  At the beginning of this lesson, order of words/language structure
is important.  As the child’s fluency with attributes and complete sentences
increases, then new and interesting environments should be utilized to
create greater opportunities for labeling skills to be used!

2. Have several highly preferred items ready and available (ensure that
available reinforcers are separate from the environmental objects/activities
being labeled).  However, keep in mind that for labeling skills the ultimate
reinforcer is intended to be the social interaction itself.

3. Have materials, data collection ready.

4. Make sure the child is ready to attend to environment and teacher.

Teach

NOTE: 

• By now, the child should be independently labeling and commenting on things
since he/she has mastered the Labeling Skills lesson.  Therefore, in this lesson you
will be expanding the opportunities and environments for using this skill, while
continuing to help the child increase the complexity and detail of the child’s
comments through using attributes and complete sentences.

• Also, remember that since this is a labeling lesson, the child should not be
receiving the labeled item as a reward…that would turn the lesson into an
asking/requesting one!  The goal of this lesson is labeling and commenting not to
gain the object, but to gain social interaction.)
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Attributes 

1. The child should independently and spontaneously label or comment on
something; teacher may need to give a general prompt such as “Let’s talk
about what is around us” or “What do you see?”

2. The teacher will then expand on the child’s given label by adding an attribute
to the label (usually adjective + noun), such as “green car”.

3. Ask the child to practice the expanded comment; for example, say: “Say,
‘green car’.”

4. Provide feedback on how the child responded (how he used the attribute +
item pair)::

Correct response: enthusiastic praise and/or deliver chosen reinforce 

Incorrect (but attempted) response: praise for trying; model correct 
response  

No response: corrective feedback 

5. Another approach to help the child expand his label or comment of “car”
would be to ask a general question such as, “Tell me more about the car” or
“What kind of a car is it?”

6. Record data.

Examples include: 

Correct response Incorrect response No response 

Child: “Car!” 

Teacher: “Yes!  It’s a blue car.  Can 
you say, ‘blue car’?” 

Child: “Blue car.” 

Teacher: “Way to go!!  That IS a blue 
car!” 

(delivers reinforcer, which is not the 
car in this situation) 

Child: “Car!” 

Teacher: “Yes!  It’s a blue car.  Can 
you say, ‘blue car’?” 

Child: “Car.” 

Teacher: “Let’s try again.  Can you 
say, ‘blue car’?” 

(child does not receive reinforcer at 
this time; rather cycle re-starts and 
child receives reinforcer after 
attempting to say the attribute + 

Child: “Car!” 

Teacher: “Yes!  It’s a blue car.  Can 
you say, ‘blue car’?” 

Child: (no response) 

Teacher: “Oops.  Try to say, ‘blue 
car’.” 

(child does not receive reinforcer at 
this time; rather cycle re-starts and 
child receives reinforcer after 
attempting to say the attribute + 
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item combination) item combination) 

Using Complete Sentences 
1. The child will independently (or in response to one of the starter prompts

above in Step 1 of Attributes) label or comment on something in his
environment.  For example, he might say, “Car!”

2. The teacher will then immediately prompt the child to expand upon that
label, often by providing a vocal model of the label/comment in a complete
sentence. Example: “Yes!  I see car.  Can you say, ‘I see car’?”

3. Provide feedback on how the child responded (how he/she used the
complete sentence to request):

Correct response: enthusiastic praise and give the child the 
corresponding item/activity (i.e., what s/he asked for) 

Incorrect (but attempted) response: praise for trying; model correct 
response 

No response: corrective feedback, do not give corresponding item 

4. Record data.

5. Begin again at step 1. Also, in more advanced forms of this lesson, the
teacher will naturally interject his/her own comments as well, as in a
conversation.

Examples include: 

Correct response Incorrect response No response 

Child: “Car!” 

Teacher: “Yes, car!  Can you say, ‘I 
see car”?” 

Child: “I see car.” 

Teacher: “Awesome job!” 

(delivers reinforcer—which is not 
the car in this situation) 

Child: “Car!” 

Teacher: “Yes, car!  Can you say, ‘I 
see car”?” 

Child: “Car.” 

Teacher: “Almost…let’s try again.  I 
see car.” 

(child does not receive reifnorcer at 
this time; cycle re-starts and child 
has another opportunity to earn 
reinforcer)  

Child: “Car!” 

Teacher: “Yes, car!  Can you say, ‘I 
see car”?” 

Child: (no response) 

Teacher: “Uh-oh. ‘I see car’.” 

(child earns reinforcer once he 
attempts the ‘I see’ portion of the 
request) 
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TYPICAL ORDER OF LEARNING TARGETS: 

NOTE: In this lesson, the goal is really building the child’s vocabulary and 
appropriate language usage, much of which is variable based upon family 
preference, culture, values, etc.  The targets below are suggestions and may be 
modified and added to for each individual child based on what best fits his/her 
environments. 

Attributes 

1. color
2. size
3. texture/material of object (shiny, soft, plastic, etc.)
4. other descriptors/features within child’s vocabulary

Complete Sentences 

1. “I see______.”“
2. Look at that _______!”.
3. “It’s a_______.”
4. .Other phrases that are appropriate, as per family preference.


