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Overview 

Teaches: 

This lesson teaches recognition of simple rhyming 
words, based upon visual and auditory similarity.  This 
lesson will begin with very simple CVC (consonant-
vowel-consonant) words from commonly used “word 
families”, and can progress to more advanced words 
(e.g., more letters and not visually similar), based upon 
the child’s needs and level of mastery. 

Before beginning: 

Before beginning, the child should have mastered simple 
phonics—both single sounds and blends.  Rhymes can 
be taught immediately before, or concurrently with, basic 
reading (CVC words), as it helps reinforce/practice the 
skills of single and blended phonics. 

Why it’s important: 

Recognizing rhymes is important for reading, 
understanding of the concept of rhymes, and completing 
school activities and assignments. 

Materials needed: 

Flashcards, dry erase board/markers, rhyming books 
and worksheets, or other media for visually presenting 
the words.  Words may or may not be presented along 
with a corresponding picture of the word (to further 
reinforce word meaning, i.e., “rat” could be on a flashcard 
with a picture of a rat).  Multiple sets or “word families” of 
4-5 matching words each will be needed (i.e., one
“family” might be a set of “-at” words: bat, rat, cat, sat,
mat; another family of “-op” words: mop, cop, top, hop,
pop, etc.)

Generalization 
activities: 

Memory game using rhyming words, sidewalk chalk, 
rhyming songs (fill-in-the-blank), jump rope songs, role-
playing “school”, etc. 
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Steps 

Prepare

1. Conduct reinforcer assessment.

2. Have all lesson materials ready.

3. Sit facing the child, in an environment free from distraction and relatively
quiet.

4. Have tablet (or data sheets and pen/pencil) ready to collect data.

5. The child should be ready to attend to the teacher and not engaging in
any other activities.

Teach: 

1. Some pre-teaching of the concept of rhyming and word families will need to
be performed before teaching of targets below can begin.  This can be done
in various ways; some suggestions are below.

2. Present at least 5-6 members of a single word family on flashcards (example:
“-ed” family: bed, red, fed, etc.), with the common ending blend (“-ed”)
emphasized by an underline, highlight, etc.  Practice sounding out the words
with the child, emphasizing that the ending sounds are the same, and
therefore the words rhyme! Laying the cards out in a column, where all of the
ending blends line up with each other, is another good way to emphasize the
common ending of each word in the family.

3. Present only the ending blend of a word family on a chalk/white board
(example: for the “-at” family, initially present only the “-at”).  Help the child
read and gain mastery with this blend alone.  Then, fill in the first letter of one
word in the family (“b”) to make a complete word (“bat”).  Help the child read
that word, and write the complete word off to the side on the board, or on a
notecard, to start that “rhyming family”.  Erase the “b” and remind the child of
the ending blend and what it says by itself (“-at”).  Then, fill in a new first letter
of a different word in that same family (“s”) and help the child read another
word in this family (“sat”).  Add that to the list on the board/stack of
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flashcards, and repeat the process until about 5 words from that family have 
been introduced. 

4. After pre-teaching has been conducted, teaching will advance to having the
child receptively or expressively identify which word(s) rhyme with a given
target word.  SDs at this level for receptive response might include: “Find the
word that rhymes with_____”, “Which of these words rhymes with_____?”, etc.
where the child views the written target word and selects a corresponding
rhyming word from a field of non-rhyming words.  Expressive SDs might
include: “Tell me a word that rhymes with_____”, or “__________rhymes with…..”, 
where the child will vocally fill in a word (visual representation of the words 
may or may not be needed; evaluate this based on each child’s individual 
needs).  As the teacher, decide which approach (receptive or expressive) and 
SD you will be using prior to conducting the lesson with the child, so that the 
direction of the lesson and behavioral expectations are clear. 

5. After SD is presented, teacher should wait 3-5 seconds for the child to
respond, and provide an appropriate consequence based on the child’s
response.

Correct response: Verbal praise and pre-selected reinforcer should be 
given to the child. 
Incorrect or No Response: Corrective feedback, the teacher will 
demonstrate the correct response. 

6. Record Data

7. Begin a new trial

NOTE: Instructional options exist: teacher can proceed through Steps 1-5 for one 
word family at a time, restarting at Step 1 for each new word family; or during the 
pre-teaching phase, can introduce 3-4 different word families back-to-back in 
successive order, and then proceed through Steps 1-5 drawing targets from any of 
these 3-4 word families in a random rotation style of trial presentation.  The teacher 
should determine which approach is best for each child based on his current 
learning abilities. 

EXAMPLES:  

Correct response Incorrect response No response 
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Teacher: “What rhymes 
with cat?” 
Child: “Hat.” 
Teacher: “Great job _____, 
hat does rhyme with cat!” 
(and delivers reinforcer) 

Teacher: “What rhymes 
with cat?” 
Child: “Dog.” 
Teacher: “Nice try ____, but 
dog does not rhyme with 
cat. Cat rhymes with ‘bat’, 
‘hat’, and ‘sat’.  Let’s try 
again.” (does not deliver 
reinforcement at this time; 
starts new trial) 

Teacher: “What rhymes 
with cat?” 
Child: (no response) 
Teacher: “Oops!  We are 
talking about rhymes.  
Remember, we are 
working for ____.  Listen 
close!” (does not deliver 
reinforcement at this time; 
starts new trial) 

TYPICAL ORDER OF LEARNING TARGETS: 

1. “What rhymes with ______?” (example: “What rhymes with ‘bat’?”, response:
“Cat!”)

2. “_______ rhymes with ….” (example: “’Bat’ rhymes with…”, response: “Cat!”) 

3. “Does ____ rhyme with _____?” (example: “Does ‘bat” rhyme with ‘mop’?”,
response: “No.”)

NOTE: Target 3 requires only a “yes” or “no” response; as a result, correctly utilizing 
yes/no responses as part of general communication ability would be a prerequisite 
to this target) 

4. “Name 2 words that rhyme with _____.” (example: “Name 2 words that rhyme
with ‘bat’”, response: “Cat and mat” or “Cat, mat.”

NOTE: For Target 4, 2 word examples are required to earn a “correct” response) 

5. Identifying rhyming words based on pictures alone (i.e., written word not
visually available; only pictures). SDs can be the same as Targets 1-3, but 
using pictures instead of written words.   The child must say the labels of 
the objects aloud and listen for rhymes! 

6. Rhyming words in the same “family” that are not spelled the same.

Advanced Targets:  These options exist to challenge children who need extra 
stimulation; however, the lesson may be discontinued after Targets 1-6, as a good 
understanding of the concept of rhymes should exist after this point 

7. “Make a list of words that rhyme.” (for children who can write)
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8. “Sort this group into rhyming families.” (child given group of cards that make
up at least 3  rhyme families, with 3-4 examples of each; the child has to
read each word and make  stacks/piles accordingly)


