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Overview 

Teaches: 

Identification of people and common occupations 
present in daily life and in the community. 

Vocabulary can be taught either receptively 
(touch/physical response) or expressively (Speech, Sign, 
PECS). 

Before beginning: 

Object ID lesson; often, Color ID and Shape ID. 

Following are other identification skills: Actions, Body 
Parts, and People/Occupations, though the specific 
order that each of these lessons is taught will depend 
upon each child’s individual program.   

If both Receptive and Expressive responses are taught, 
teach Receptive first, then Expressive.  (Some children 
may be able to proceed straight to the Expressive 
response, based upon their other demonstrated 
communication abilities). 

Why it’s important: 

Being able to call others by name, following instructions 
that involve other specific people, developing 
knowledge of community jobs and functions, as well as 
the ability to seek out the correct person when in need of 
a certain service. 

Materials needed: 

Photos/pictures of familiar people (family members, 
friends, teachers, etc.) and community people 
performing their occupations. Photos depicting 
occupations should give clear indications of the job 
being performed via uniform, vehicle, or associated 
tool/item (e.g., a firefighter should be in his/her uniform 
or with a fire truck, maybe holding a hose; a florist should 
be wearing an apron and be working with flowers, etc.) 

Generalization 
activities: 

Community outings to various job locations (library, 
grocery store, fire department, restaurant), pretend play 
activities such as “dress-up” or playing with action 
figures/dolls, etc. 



Steps 

Prepare

1. Sit facing the child, in a quiet place free of distractions.

2. Have several rewards ready and available to function as reinforcers for
correct responses.

3. Have data sheets and pen/pencil ready.

4. Make sure the child is ready to attend, ideally looking at teacher and not
engaging in any other activities.

Teach

NOTE: There are two ways to approach this lesson: via a touch response (receptive) 
or communicating the response (expressive).  Both are presented below. 

Receptive: Response 

1. Ask the child to “Touch_______” (fill in label).

2. Wait 3-5 seconds for child to respond.

3. Provide feedback on how the child responded:

Correct response: enthusiastic praise and/or deliver chosen reinforcer

Incorrect or No response: corrective feedback and/or prompt the correct
response 

4. Write down data

5. Begin again at step 1.

Examples include: 

Correct response Incorrect response No response 

Teacher: “Show me policeman.” 

Child: (touches photo of a 
policeman) 

Teacher: “Excellent!” and gives high 

Teacher: “Touch policeman.” 

Child: (touches librarian) 

Teacher: “This is policeman.” (while 

Teacher: “Touch policeman.” 

Child: (no response) 

Teacher: “Try again.  You need to 
touch policeman” (while touching 
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five touching photo of a policeman) 

Restart the teaching cycle. 

photo of a policeman) 

Expressive: Response 
1. Ask the child “Who is this?” (while pointing to photo of a person)
2. Wait 3-5 seconds for child to respond

3. Provide feedback on how the child responded:

Correct response: enthusiastic praise and/or deliver chosen reinforcer
Incorrect or No response: corrective feedback and/or prompt the correct

response 

4. Record data.

5. Begin again at step 1.

Examples include: 

Correct response Incorrect response No response 

Teacher: “Who is this?” (while 
pointing to policeman) 

Child: “A policeman.” 

Teacher: “Yes!  Way to go!” and 
delivers reinforcer. 

Teacher: “Who is this?” (while 
pointing to policeman) 

Child: “Teacher.” 

Teacher: “Oops-it’s a policeman.  
Can you say, ‘Policeman’?” 

Restart the teaching cycle. 

Teacher: “Who is this?” (while 
pointing to policeman) 

Child: (no response) 

Teacher: “This is a policeman.  Can 
you say, ‘Policeman’?” 

Restart the teaching cycle. 

TARGETS FOR LEARNING 

Typically starts with family members and relatives/very close friends. 

After those are mastered, move to community helpers/occupations.  Starting 
suggestions below; please add other occupations frequently encountered. 
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1. Dad
2. Mom
3. Siblings
4. Grandma(s)
5. Grandpa(s)
6. Other close, familiar relatives

7. Mailman / postal carrier
8. Teacher
9. Policeman
10. Firefighter
11. Server
12. Cashier
13. Librarian
14. Bus driver


